RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
was a ccDeputy newspaper circulation manager.'5 In
this capacity he could coine nearer to dictating their
tastes to the public.
You have in this man the inevitable result of his
background, a cockney, ready of tongue, sharp of wit,
warm-hearted by nature. The mop of curly hair
which crowns his forehead and his pensive and pur-
poseful lower lip are a gift to the caricaturist who is
searching for character in his subject. The mass of the
Labour Party may be negative and anonymous. Not
so Herbert Morrison. He epitomizes and embodies
Cockney London and adds a good deal more of
Herbert Morrison. He is pleased with what he is
and with what he has done. If the blend produced
by his characteristics were not in fact the attractive
thing that it is he would see no reason for changing
or attempting to change them. His voice is an echo
of the streets he represents.
If the leadership of the Labour Party with the
accompanying prospect of the Premiership is a proper
ambition for his aspiration he has been handicapped
by the very success he has so far accomplished. For
Herbert Morrison is London, and not England. He is
to be associated with the ordering of the world's most
populous and complicated capital and not with the
multitudinous efflorescences of the British nation. It
is the London County Council that has given him his
reputation. He built up London Labour. Since 1934
he has been leader of the Council.
His reputation extended steadily beyond the Council
Chamber. He became known not only as a formidable
debater but as a man of reasonableness and modera-
tion. When in opposition he grew to fame, not as a
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